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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Société Macdonald-Cartier Society (SMCS) strongly opposes the renaming of Wellington Street. SMCS submits that Wellington Street should be preserved in its current form in honour of both Bytown’s history and The Duke of Wellington, a man that had tremendous influence on the City and Canada during this nation’s early history.

INTRODUCTION

On June 28, 2010, the Planning and Environment Committee released the agenda for its July 5 meeting which included the following resolution: 

"That staff be directed undertake the appropriate consultation with the affected landowner, the Federal Government, on the proposal to change Wellington Street to Sir John A. Macdonald Boulevard and report back to Planning and Environment Committee and Council with a recommendation."

This resolution follows a public campaign by Mr. Bob Plamondon and a group of his supporters to change Wellington Street’s name to one that honours Sir John A. Macdonald. Standing in opposition to Mr. Plamondon’s initiative, SMCS has launched the “Save Wellington Street” campaign which has included the launching of the www.savewellingtonst.ca website, releasing press releases and editorials to newspapers, writing to prominent Canadians, including local, provincial and federal politicians as well as historians and business leaders. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Société Macdonald-Cartier Society believes that it would be a grievous mistake to remove an honour that was bestowed upon the Duke of Wellington by the founder of Bytown, Lt.-Col. John By, in 1826. Renaming the street that runs in front of Parliament would completely disregard the heritage and history of the street, while also discounting a man that was instrumental during early Canadian history. 

SMCS submits that the street, now in its 184th year, should retain its name for the following reasons:
· Wellington Street is the original street of Bytown (Rideau Street being the other), and was named in honour of the Duke of Wellington in September of 1826.  It is the baseline street of the original military settlement.
· The Duke of Wellington’s contribution to Ottawa and Canada is incredibly significant: Without the personal support of the Duke during his premiership of the UK, Colonel By would not have been sent to Upper Canada to build the Rideau Canal. At the Duke of Wellington's urging, the full-coast associated with the project, £822,000 was covered by British taxpayers. The existence of the Canal was a major contributor to the establishment of Bytown and, later, the founding of Ottawa as the National Capital.
· There is already a street named after Sir John A. Macdonald. MacDonald Street, which is currently misspelled on street signs, has been an official street of Ottawa since the 1880s and is within walking distance of Parliament Hill. This street runs parallel to Cartier Street, a street named in honour of Macdonald’s close friend, ally and colleague Sir George- Étienne Cartier.
· The Duke was a personal hero of Sir John A. Macdonald and would be against removing a street name that honours him. In 1874, Macdonald addressed a crowd, saying “The Duke of Wellington had previously decided that Ottawa was a most important point from a military point of view and had caused the Rideau Canal to be built” Macdonald chose to deliver this speech during an event that marked his 40th anniversary in public service, illustrating that Wellington was an influential figure in his life.
· The Duke was loved by Canadians. In September 1852, on the news of the death of the Duke of Wellington reaching United Canada, the Legislative Assembly adjourned its business for a day of public mourning. 
· Wellington Street is an historic street, the site of many royal, military and social parades over the past two centuries. Prominent Canadians, including Macdonald, walked the street under its current name. As the site of the Parliament Buildings and the Parliamentary precinct, it welcomes over 3 million visitors every year.
IMPLICATIONS

Renaming the venerable Wellington Street would have deep implications other than costs. The effect of renaming the oldest street in the National Capital would be to create confusion about all references in regards to historical events that took place on this street since the foundation of Bytown in the 1820s. Such events include the first Ottawa Valley Fair in 1829, the publication of the first number of the Bytown Independent & Farmers' Advocate in a house near the corner of Wellington and Bank Streets in February 1836, the riots of September 1847 "Stoney Monday", etc.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION

The Société Macdonald-Cartier Society requests that the Planning and Environment Committee heed the growing chorus of Canadians that oppose the renaming of Wellington Street. This street belongs to all Canadians, past, present and future, and its historic significance should be preserved.

As an alternative, SMCS strongly recommends that Airport Parkway, which leads to Macdonald-Cartier International Airport, be renamed “Macdonald-Cartier Parkway”. This solution would avoid removing an accolade from an influential figure in Canadian history, and would pay equal homage to Sir George-Étienne Cartier, the close confidant of Macdonald, the leader of Lower Canada and without which leadership, Canada’s Confederation would not have happened. 

Second, the spelling of MacDonald Street should be corrected to Macdonald Street. Some consideration could be given to renaming the street to Sir John A. Macdonald Street and Cartier Street to Sir George-É Cartier Street, however this would be contrary to the long-standing historical precedent in the naming of streets in Ottawa using only the surname of the person the street is honouring.
